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Dear Secretary of State 
 
A46 Newark Bypass – Proposed Cancellation and the Need for Immediate Reconsideration  
 
I am writing on behalf of Newark and Sherwood District Council to express my profound 
disappointment and frustration at both the substance of the Government's recent 
announcement regarding the A46 Newark Bypass and the manner in which it was 
communicated.  
  
Firstly, I must place on record how unacceptable it was that local and regional leaders 
learned of the proposed cancellation of the A46 Newark Bypass with virtually no notice and 
no meaningful consultation. The Mayor of the East Midlands, Claire Ward, was informed 
only moments before the news became public, leaving no opportunity for engagement, 
discussion or consideration of the wider implications for our communities, businesses and 
regional economy. This approach falls far short of the partnership that Government should 
be demonstrating towards local and regional leaders, particularly when decisions affect the 
future prosperity of an entire region.  
  
The A46 Newark Bypass is not simply another road scheme. It is a nationally significant 
infrastructure project that has been many years in the making. It has secured an approved 
Development Consent Order late last year and was announced as funded and committed as 
part of the Road Investment Strategy 3 (RIS3) as recently as March this year.  
  
The project has unparalleled support from local authorities, highway authorities, businesses 
and political leaders across party lines. From the Humber Ports to Tewkesbury, organisations 
have stood shoulder-to-shoulder in recognising the critical importance of addressing one of 
the most significant bottlenecks on the country's strategic road network. The scheme is 
widely regarded as the number one transport priority for the East Midlands.  
  
 






